
WEALTH, HAPPINESS:�������� What indicators to build tomorrow?

For more than 30 years, many experiments 
have been conducted, promoting compasses 
of complementary or alternatives to the 
economic indicators. At the international, 
regional, and local scales, these initiatives 
are shaking up the idea of infinite growth in 
a finite world. Their ambition is to measure 
and better take into account the well-being 

of all, the environment, human and social 
development, the quality of life, the co-
existing… This reflection on indicators is 
revealing: a fair and sustainable society 
suggesting a commonly built compass 
involving anyone concerned.

On June 6, 7 and 8, 2018, the territory of Grenoble, France, hosted the International Forum 
for Well Being. During which, the eyes and experiences of the five continents met: the current 
document takes a look back on the lessons of this forum.

The International Forum for Well Being is the fruit 
of a partnership work, which has been going on for 
several years, associating Grenoble‑Alpes Métropole, 
the City of Grenoble, the Community of Grenoble-Alpes 
University, CCFD-Terre Solidaire association and the 
FAIR network. 

The result of a shared governance, the program of this 
forum allowed the expression and the encounter of a 
diversity of international personalities, in different political spheres, universities, communities, 
experts, and citizens. This unprecedented alliance is one of the strong messages of the forum: it is 
the convergence of energies that produces the structural change of our development model.

« The indicators say and 
organize a representation of 
the world and a framework 
of thought. It’s about 
collectively deciding what 
matters, what we want 
to measure, and how we 
organize ourselves for 
taking it into account. »  
Celina Whitaker, co-chair of 
the FAIR (Forum for other 
indicators of wealth), France.

« Well-being is an absolute: 
everyone has a share of 
responsibility to achieve it. 
We all have this aspiration, 
but the conditions and 
the way to achieve it 
varies from one country to 
another. »  
Dasho Karma Ura, Director of 
the Center for Bhutan Studies, 
Bhutan.

« Living well is linked to the 
capacity to find oneself, in 
a society without poverty, 
rich for everyone and rich 
with all its people.»  
Vivian Labrie, independent 
researcher, Québec.
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The open, teeming and 
multi-thematic exchanges 
and debates, have made it 
possible to take «sidesteps», 
essential for the meeting 
between the public and the 
speakers. 

Beyond geographical, 
institutional, political or 
disciplinary differences, 
common lines have emerged. 

These convergences 
are the sign of a global 
awareness that matures and 
expands. Citizens, experts, 
decision‑makers, and artists 
have been able to experience 
the complementarity of 
knowledge and experience, 
compare point of views, and 
experience live, moments of 
collective intelligence.

THE MEETING BETWEEN THE WORLDS

IN NUMBERS

The particular attention paid 
to the diversity of forms of 
debate and exchange, of 
angles of attachment and 
modes of expression has 
been the key to the meeting 
between worlds that 
intersect little. 

3 days of the forum,

130 contribution proposals 
received,

250 speakers and 
facilitators,

1 000 participants,

25 countries represented,

1 scientific symposium,

75 meetings : 5 plenary 
sessions, 9 scientific round 
tables, 52 workshops, 
3 crossing times, and 6 
cultural events (concerts, 
shows…)

But also… free exchange 
zones, a wall of expression, 2 
debates randomly taken out 
of a hat…!

All in humor, the informal sharing 
times punctuated the forum: 

The “Minister of happiness, 
Contemplation, and Exploration of the 

little worlds”* with his moments of 
poetry, the cartoons of Cled’12, shows, 

dance… so many invitations to dive 
into our emotions and fully experience 

the Well Living. 
*Fictitious character of the artist’s collective 

“One euro does not make spring”.
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